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The Lorain Public Library and LCCUG are co-sponsoring a new computer series 
on the third Wednesday of each month  

Computer Coffee Klatch  
Wednesday - August 20, 2008 at 10 AM in the new media room at the  

Lorain Public Library 

We ask that you register for this program by calling 244-1192 ext. 272.  

Weôre OnWeôre On  
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Our President 

Free Learning Opportunities 
 

Learning new things keeps us young and lets us develop new 

skills.  This helps challenge our minds and makes life more 

interesting.  We in the computer club are particularly inter-
ested in learning new things about computers.  
 

Other than classes you can attend free through the Computer 

Club and at the Public Library there are also classes for a fee 

that you can take through the Lorain County Community 

College or the Lorain County Vocational School.   
 

But keep in mind that there are many classes available en-
tirely online from your computer.  Some of these require 

tuition while many of them are free.  Many times it depends 

on whether the class actually offers college credit or just 

enables you to learn a new skill. 
 

One good way to get started with online classes is at http://

www.e4meohio.org/.  Here you can start with a free non-

credit course and experience what e-learning is all about 

from the comfort of your own home.  E 4 ME is fun and will 
introduce you to e-learning. It is a month-long course and 

you can complete it at your own pace. From here you can 

discover hundreds of online courses that Ohio colleges offer 

leading to certificates and degrees. 
 

A new service that the Ohio public libraries are offering their 

library patrons is access to Learn2.  If an individual were to 

go to learn2.com and sign up for access to these learning 

opportunities, it would could them at least $20 per month.  

With your library card you can access Microsoft Office 
classes for free through your public Library website.    
 

This service is part of the Learning Express collection of 

tests (http://www.oplin.org/tests) that allow you to practice 

for tests in many professional areas.  This collection has been 

enhanced with a set of computer skills tutorials from 

Learn2.com. These tutorials appear under the heading 

"Computer Skills" in the list of tests and use a combination 

of audio, video, graphic animation, screen captures and text 

to teach computer skills.  Using these requires you to 
download a free program that will enable you to use all the 

features of this multimedia tool. You will be asked to sign up 

and choose a password so you can stop and return to the site 

again and resume where you were.   
 

There is another website that is called "Learn Anything: 100 

Places to Find Free Webinars and Tutorials". You can either 

google this title to find this site or go to  http://

www.collegeathome.com/blog/2008/06/17/learn-anything-
100-places-to-find-free-webinars-and-tutorials. 
 

Here you will find a large list of websites with training in 

everything from Music, Science, Do-it-yourself, languages, 

computers, etc. 

 

The Virtual University (http://vu.org/) is the Internet's oldest 

learning community and a pioneer in Web-based education! 
Since 1995, more than two million learners from 128 coun-

tries have attended classes at their global village campus! 

Classes here cost a small fee and cover areas such as Com-

puters, writing, and healing and self-discovery. 
 

Another way to find online tutorials is to Google the subject 

that you are looking for.  For instance you might type "Paint 

Shop Pro layers - tutorial" OR  "How to cook a soufflé" into 

Google and have a large list of resources returned to you.   

Many simple things can be learned effectively by being dem-
onstrated with a virtual tutorial on YouTube.  For instance 

you might go to YouTube.com and search "How to change a 

tire" or "how to tie a tie".   
 

There doesn't seem to be a limit to what you can learn online.  

Check out these learning opportunities and jump in and learn 

a new skill!!                                                         
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The Lorain Public Library and LCCUG are co-sponsoring a new computer series 
on the third Wednesday of each month  

Computer Coffee Klatch  
Wednesday - August 20, 2008 at 10 AM - in the new media room at the  

Lorain Public Library 
 

Join us for coffee and an introduction to Interesting Websites.  Get your questions answered in a friendly atmosphere.   
This meeting will be an informal gathering for those who want to learn more about computers the fun and easy way.  

Join us for an information gathering as we explore and demonstrate how to use a computer.  
 

We ask that you register for this program by calling 244-1192 ext. 272.  

No Regular Meetings on the 

2nd & 4th TUESDAYs at Gould Auditorium  

 in August 2008 

No Meetings At Gould InNo Meetings At Gould In  

Weôre OnWeôre On  
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Executive Board  

Meeting Minutes 

General 

Meeting Minutes 

JULY 1, 2008 
 

Attending were Sandee Ruth, Don Hall, Micky 
Knickman, Kaye Coller, Edie Lewandowski, Ken 
Ritchey and Vince Traina. 
 

The club will buy out the Sept. 18th performance of the 
Workshop Players, ñLying in Stateò. Tickets will be sold 
for $12.00 due to our cost increase. 
 

The board agreed $25 should be given to the security 
guard at St. Joes for his action in saving the clubôs 
laptop computer the evening of June 27. 
 

Ken gave a rundown on signups for the annual picnic. 
The board agreed to give two $50 raffle prizes to adult 
registrants to the picnic. Edie will send out an Ediegram 
on the picnic. Kaye will try to get three restaurant 
coupons as prizes for bingo winners. 
 

The board agreed to cancel the  officers meeting, the 
two Gould meetings and the Problem Solving 
Workshop in August, 2008. 
 

Kaye moved we give $50 along with a mug showing 
the clubôs new logo to the designer for his work on the 
new club logo. Edie seconded, motion passed. 
 

Edie will check with Royal to see if a discount for club 
members can be obtained.  We would like to give our 
sponsors a link on page 1 of our web site. 
 

Sandee suggested we take  photos of people attending 
meetings along with their names.  These would be 
shown at future meetings prior to the actual meeting. 
 

Vince moved, Kaye seconded, to adjourn the meeting. 

JULY 8, 2008 
 

President Sandee Ruth called the meeting to order. A 
motion to accept the minutes as shown in the May is-
sue of the interface on our web site was made by Edie 
Lewandowski, seconded by Micky Knickman. Motion 
passed. 
 

Keith Kuhn  gave an example of a phony E-mail alert 
by going to snopes.com for verification.  
 

Sandee showed members how to delete the many ad-
dresses before forwarding an E-mail and how to send 
to multiple addresses using BCC (blind carbon copy), 
thus minimizing the possibility of spammers getting 
your addresses. 
 

Sandee continued to show some of the many web sites 
she uses to find information. These varied from seeing 
a photo of a street address to finding information on 
movie stars to exchanging paperback books. 
 

Elmer Myers won the money raffle, Ed Syrowski won 
the first software/hardware raffle. 
 

Keith Kuhn moved,  Ken Ritchey seconded that the 
meeting be adjourned. 

Term Of The Day: July 17, 2008    

off-peak 
 

Used to describe times when network activity is at a 

minimum. Off-peak hours typically include evenings 

and weekends. Mobile phone companies often provide 

a greater amount of free off-peak minutes than peak 

minutes and may charge less for additional off-peak 

minutes compared to peak minutes. Off-peak can also 

describe the hours at which Internet traffic is at a mini-

mum. 
 

Reprinted with permission from Smart Computing.  Visit 
http://www.smartcomputing.com to learn what Smart Computing can 

do for you and your user group! 

 

You know you are a 
Genealogy addict when.... 

 

.... You brake for libraries. 

.... You hyperventilate at the sight of an old ceme-
tery. 
.... You would rather browse in a cemetery than a 
shopping mall. 
.... You would rather read census schedules than a 
good book. 
.... You are more interested in what happened in 
1699 than in 1999. 
.... Eenrum, Baflo and Groningen are household 
names, but you can't remember what to call the 
dog. 
.... You store your clothes under the bed (or wear 
the same two outfits to save space), because your 
closet is full of books and papers. 
.... All your correspondence begins with "Dear 
Cousin". 
.... You have traced every one of your ancestral 
lines back to Adam and Eve, you have it docu-
mented and still don't want to quit. 
.... Your most important social life is meeting peo-
ple who you run into while searching a family line. 

http://www.smartcomputing.com/
http://www.snopes.com
http://www.smartcomputing.com
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 Genealogy Blogs 

Blog: a journal that is available on the 
web. The activity of updating a blog is 
"blogging" and someone who keeps a 
blog is a "blogger." 

If you'd like to know how other people go about search-
ing for their ancestors, you might want to check out 
some of the many genealogy blogs available online. 
You might find some new search techniques, what 
some of the best genealogy websites are, or even learn 
something you didn't know about history in general. I 
couldn't begin to write about all the blogs I've discov-
ered recently, but here are some I thought might be 
worth your investigation. 

Kimberly's Genealogy Blog                      
http://genealogy.about.com/b/  

  Kimberly is a professional genealo-
gist who posts her blog on About.com. She writes 
about what's happening on some of the commercial 
websites, like FindMyPast.com,. She also gives tips to 
help you gather your information hidden in your home. 
It's a good blog to start with. 

 
All My Ancestors  
 

http://allmyancestors.com/blog/   
This blog is about the writerôs search and what she's 
found along the way. The stories are interesting even if 
they don't pertain to your own family, but the valuable 
thing about this blog is what you can learn about 
searching and then making the information more than 
just facts and statistics. 
 

 

Family Matters   

                                    
http://moultriecreek.us/family/  The blogger, Denice 
Olson, writes, ñHere youôll find articles discussing online 
search and research tricks along with tools, applica-
tions and services covering all aspects of family history 
- from research to organization to preservation and 
even publishingò I have a little trouble navigating this 
one, but it's worth checking out. It's combined with her 
website, Moultrie Creek which has some beautiful pho-
tos as well as other information. 

Genealogy Reviews Online,  
http://

www.genealogyreviewsonline.com/  
 by Tim Agazio, provides ñnews, reviews, and other 
interesting items related to genealogy and history.ò He 
may include info about DNA & genealogy, what's hap-
pening on various genealogy websites, etc. 

 

 

 

 http://blog.rootsmagic.com/ 
My favorite genealogy program now has a blog. Of 
course RMôs creator, Bruce Buzbee will be posting in-
formation about the new version due any time now, but 
heôll also be explaining how to use the new features 
and other information helpful to genealogists. Check it 
out. Thereôs not a lot there because itôs brand new, but 
there will be soon, Iôll bet. 

 

 

I n 
order to find other genealogy blogs (and there are 
many more than you might think), go to:                 
http://creativegene.blogspot.com/2006/06/about-
carnival-of-genealogy.html  You may be familiar with 
Web Rings which link sites with similar interests. For 
example, a number of people interested in scrapbook-
ing link to each other to share ideas. A blog carnival is 
more polished and informative. It's described as a type 
of blog event. It is similar to a magazine, in that it is 
dedicated to a particular topic, and is published on a 
regular schedule, often weekly or monthly. Each edition 
of a blog carnival is in the form of a blog article that 
contains permalinks links to other blog articles on the 
particular topic. If you check out the link to The Carnival 
of Genealogy, you'll see many more blogs to look at. 
You might even find someone who can help you break 
down a brick wall or two. 

 

  Kaye Coller   caseycatnip@gmail.com 

http://www.loraincounty.com/
http://genealogy.about.com/b/
http://allmyancestors.com/blog/
http://moultriecreek.us/family/
http://www.genealogyreviewsonline.com/
http://www.genealogyreviewsonline.com/
http://blog.rootsmagic.com/
http://creativegene.blogspot.com/2006/06/about-carnival-of-genealogy.html
http://creativegene.blogspot.com/2006/06/about-carnival-of-genealogy.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blog
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Permalink
mailto:caseycatnip@gmail.com
http://genealogy.about.com/b/
http://allmyancestors.com/blog/
http://moultriecreek.us/family/
http://www.genealogyreviewsonline.com/
http://creativegene.blogspot.com/2006/06/about-carnival-of-genealogy.html
http://blog.rootsmagic.com/
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Firefox 3 ï Hot New 
Browser 
 

By Ira Wilsker, APCUG Director; Columnist, The Exam-
iner, Beaumont, TX; Radio and TV Show Host 
Iwilsker(at)apcug.net 
 
WEBSITES: 
http://www.getfirefox.com ï Free Download 
http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/firefox/features/ - Fea-
tures 
https://addons.mozilla.org/firefox/ - Add ons 
 

After a lengthy wait, Mozilla has released the latest and 
greatest release of the very popular web browser, Fire-
fox 3. This new release, available for free download 
from www.getfirefox.com, has many new features, 
making it a very strong competitor to Microsoftôs ubiqui-
tous browser, Internet Explorer. 

 

Firefox evolved from an earlier browser, Mozilla, which 
in turn grew out of the Netscape browser as AOL an-
nounced the cessation of Netscape development.  
Since its first release several years ago, Firefox in its 
current and previous versions has developed a wide 
following, with hundreds of millions of copies 
downloaded. The newly released version 3 has tenta-
tively set a Guinness world record with over 8 million 
copies downloaded in its first 24 hours of public re-
lease, despite overloaded servers that discouraged 
countless people from downloading it the first day of 
issue. According to published reports, the number of 
copies of Firefox 3 downloaded surpassed 14 million 
downloads in the first 72 hours. Obviously, many peo-
ple are using it. 
 

Rhetorically, so why are so many using Firefox 3 rather 
than Internet Explorer (IE), which is installed by default 
on all contemporary Windows computers?  There are 
several other fine browsers in circulation, such as the 
newly released update to Opera, and Appleôs Safari 
(for both Windows and Mac), but for Windows com-
puters, Firefox is firmly in second place, right behind 
Internet Explorer. If Internet Explorer was not prein-
stalled on Windows computers and integrated into the 
operating system, there is a good chance that Firefox 3 
could surpass IE in a fair competitive market. Firefox 3 

is faster rendering web pages than IE, has superior 
tabbed browsing, is written in tighter code taking fewer 
system resources, and has many advantages over IE. 
There is no reason why PC users should not download 
Firefox 3 for Windows (7.8mb download), and install it, 
as it runs happily on computers that already have IE 
installed. On a fresh installation of Firefox on a Win-
dows computer, Firefox will nondestructively import the 
favorites (bookmarks), cookies, and other information 
from IE, without making any changes or impeding IE in 
any way. If Firefox 3 is installed on a computer that has 
an older version of Firefox installed, it will automatically 
install it as an upgrade, including all bookmarks, pass-
words, cookies, and other information. Once installed, 
many users, such as me, prefer to use Firefox instead 
of IE. In my case I would say that I use Firefox for 98% 
of my browsing tasks; it would be 100%, but I have IE 
setup to access another internet account that I have, 
but rarely use. 
 

According to the Firefox 3 website at www.mozilla.com/

en-US/firefox, over 15,000 improvements were made to 
version 3 over version 2. The newly released version 3 
is claimed to be faster, safer, and smarter than the pre-
vious version, and also IE! One of the new features, 
which I have personally verified, is the fact that web 
pages do indeed load faster than on IE and previous 
versions of Firefox. Firefox 3 also consumes less sys-
tem memory and system resources, leading to im-
proved computer performance when Firefox is loaded 
and running, compared to the previous version, or even 
IE. Firefox 3 is also more secure than previous brows-
ers, and incorporates the latest technologies to help 
prevent phishing (identity theft), and other website for-
geries. A neat new feature in Firefox 3 is ñInstant Web-
site IDò, where clicking on the tiny website icon (ñsite 
faviconò) at the left of the URL in the menu bar will dis-
play site information and identification, which will likely 
indicate if the site is as intended, or a web forgery.  
Firefox 3 has also been engineered to work smoothly 
and compliment Vistaôs parental controls, as well as 
most antivirus and other security programs. 
 

Another interesting feature unique to Firefox 3 is the 
ñSmart Location Barò that shows detailed information 

(Continued on page 7) 
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COMPUTER REPAIR 

PRINTERS & SUPPLIES 

UPGRADES 

* CUSTOM PC'S & L APTOPS 

* CALL FOR BEST PRICES 

* EDUCATION DISCOUNTS 

LCD MONITORS & TVS 

365-2288 - Elyria  1-800-238-8973 - USA  
 

591 Cleveland Street   Elyria, Ohio  44035 

Shop at    www.ROYALBUSINESS.com    and save $$$ 
 

Financing Available  -  90 days same as cash 

on websites recently visited, and is accessed by click-
ing on the right side of the menu bar. This Smart Loca-
tion Bar is intelligent, in that it adapts to persona prefer-
ences to locate better website matches. Typing a ñtagò 
or keyword in the menu bar opens a detailed list of pre-
viously visited websites containing that keyword, mak-
ing it very fast and easy to locate websites that have 
previously been visited. Another very useful feature is 
the integrated spell checker, which underlines any mis-
spelled words typed in a browser window; right clicking 
on the word opens a list of suggested spellings, which 
a mouse click will instantly replace the incorrect word 
with the correctly spelled word. 
 

Malware of various types, including worms, Trojans, 
viruses, and spyware is a growing menace to internet 
users. Firefox 3 integrates a sophisticated anti-malware 
feature that provides some protection if the user either 
intentionally or erroneously accesses a website that 
contains attack code. If such a dangerous website is 
accessed, a full screen (browser window) display will 
appear as a warning. Firefox, working with other or-
ganizations (including Google) maintains a continu-
ously updated list of so called ñattack sitesò, so there is 
nothing for the user to update or maintain. In the event 
the user does happen to fall into a suspect site, such 
as a very freshly created phishing (identity theft) web-
site, the forgery can be quickly reported by simply click-
ing on HELP ï REPORT WEB FORGERY; this will 
connect to a Google service that collects such informa-
tion on a real-time basis, verifies the forgery, and auto-
matically adds it to the malware list, as well as forwards 
the information to groups like Phish Tank 
(www.phishtank.com) for further action. 
 

Many of us use multiple passwords and user names on 
countless websites.  Firefox 3 has an excellent inte-
grated and secure password manager. When a pass-
word is first entered, Firefox 3 asks if you want it to re-
member that password and logon information, without 
any annoying pop-ups. Speaking of pop-ups, Firefox 3 
incorporates a sophisticated and easily configurable 
pop-up blocker which can stop pop-ups and pop-
unders, speeding and making more enjoyable the surf-

(Continued from page 6) Firefox 3 Hot New Browser ing experience. In some cases, pop-ups are not irritat-
ing advertisements, but instead contain important infor-
mation; these can be easily allowed when desired. 
 

Many of us choose to tweak the appearance and fea-
tures of our browsers, and Firefox 3 happily obliges. 
Firefox has many themes and ñpersonasò that can be 
selectively implemented to change the appearance of 
the browser to meet our individual tastes. For those of 
us who want additional features, Firefox offers over 
5,000 free ñadd-onsò (addons.mozilla.org/firefox), which 
are easy to install devices to customize the browser to 
work as desired. I have installed about a dozen add-
ons, including some security add-ons (PhishTank, 
McAfee SiteAdvisor, and others), as well as an en-
hanced download manager (the one integrated in Fire-
fox 3 is very adequate for most users). I also have se-
lected to use differently colored tabs on the top of the 
browser window, an add-on that can make a tab an IE 
window (for the rare cases when a website is intended 
for IE only), a PDF manager, and several other add-
ons. 
 

Firefox 3 is an outstanding and free product. It is a very 
worthwhile competitor to Internet Explorer, and users 
should try it to see if they like it. I like it, and use it al-
most exclusively on my desktop and notebook com-
puters. That is the best recommendation I can give it. 
 

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely for 

publication by APCUG member groups. All other uses require the 
permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 
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