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A Word From 

Our President 

 These are times of ñtightening our beltsò. so I thought 
I would share some websites that can help you do that.  
You will also be acting in an environmentally friendly 
way by participating in these projects. 
 

CraigList 
 

 This is a service founded in 1995 by Craig Newmark 
for the San Francisco Bay Area. He incorporated as a 
private for-profit company in 1999 and now Craigslist is 
in about 450 cities in 50 countries. 
 

 According to Wikipedia, ñin 2007, Craigslist operated 
with a staff of 24 people. Its sole source of revenue is 
paid job ads in select cities ($75 per ad for the San 
Francisco Bay Area; $25 per ad for New York, Los An-
geles, San Diego, Boston, Seattle, Washington D.C., 
Chicago and recently Portland, Oregon) and paid broker 
apartment listings in New York City ($10 per ad). 
 

 ñThe site serves over nine billion page views per 
month, putting it in 56th place overall among web sites 
worldwide, ninth place overall among web sites in the 
United States (per Alexa.com on January 10, 2008), to 
over thirty million unique visitors. With over thirty million 
new classified advertisements each month, Craigslist is 
the leading classifieds service in any medium. The site 
receives over two million new job listings each month. 
So it is one of the top job boards in the world.ò 
 

 Here you can advertise and search for most ads for 
free!  Recently I wanted to buy my grandson a train ta-
ble to play with his Thomas the Train sets on.  These 
run from $100 to $200 at the stores.  I kept logging into 
http://cleveland.craigslist.org   to keep an eye out for 
such a train table.  I wanted to find one between here 
and Cleveland.  I could search by putting in the words 
ñtrain tableò or browsing the childrenôs postings section 
or the toy section.  Most people would post a picture of 
the item they are selling.  Someone had a real nice one 
within 20 miles of here for about $75 but it turned that it 
was already sold.  So I kept checking until I found a new 
listing in Bay Village and I sent out an email right away.  
She said I was the first respondent and it was mine if I 
wanted it.  It happened to be identical to one the library 
has in the childrenôs department for the library kids to 
play with and I got it for only $25.  We sent emails back 
and forth a couple times to arrange a time when I could 
get my brother and his van to go with me to get it.  She 
said she was slammed with emails wanting it after she 
received mine ï but since I was first I was the winner! 
 

 This was definitely a positive experience for me!  I 
know people who have sold cars on Craigôs list, found 
jobs and hired helpers.  You can even explore relation-

ships if you like.  There is also a free section where peo-
ple will post things they want to give away. 
 

FREECYCLE 
 

 Speaking of giving things away, another web site  for 
this is FreeCycle.  Here you can get free items or give 
away things you donôt want.  This is an free national ser-
vice  that can be found at http://www.freecycle.org .  In  
2003, Deron Beal sent out the first e-mail announcing 
The Freecycle NetworkÊ to about 30 or 40 friends and a 
handful of nonprofits in Tucson, Arizona.  At the time 
Deron founded The Freecycle Network, he worked with a 
small nonprofit organization, RISE, which provides recy-
cling services to downtown businesses and transitional 
employment to Tucsonans in need.  This non-profit 
group now describes  themselves as ñ a big grassroots 
movement but a tiny little nonprofit organization with a 
staff of one éò.   
 

 Their mission statement is "é. to build a worldwide 
gifting movement that reduces waste, saves precious 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Sandee 

resources & eases the burden on our landfills while ena-
bling our members to benefit from the strength of a lar-
ger community." 
 

 Again these are grouped by their geographic loca-
tions.  Using Yahoo Groups as their vehicle of connect-
ing people, they are divided by geographic area.  Locally 
we have:  Freecycleelyria, LCFreecycle, LCCheapCy-
cle, FreeReCycllingCleveland, (note: LC = Lorain 
County). 
 Here people will post announcements stating things 
like OFFER: bag of boys clothes size 2T- 4 or OFFER:  
hamster cage   or  WANTED:  single bed for nephew 
who is moving in with me  WANTED:  small TV B&W or 
Color for grandmotherôs room,  etc. etc. etc.   Then peo-

(Continued from page 2)  Presidentôs Column ple connect through email and arrange pickup.  Some-
times it will be as simple as:  ñOFFER: oak kitchen table 
will be in front of house Thursday morning ï first come 
first serveéò 
 

 I gave away a queen sized bed frame this way.  
Someone had posted that they needed one and I re-
plied that I had one.  We arranged that I would have it in 
the driveway leaning against the house and he stopped 
and got it.  My garage was a little cleaner and he got 
what he needed! 
 

 These programs are a good way to help keep things 

out of the landfills and to really help our neighbors.  A 

real win-win! 

TUESDAY 

December 9, 2008 -  5:30 PM 
Gould Auditorium  

 

Annual Holiday Party  
Chinese Raffle & Election of Officers  

 

Party Buffet - Starts at 5:30 PM  
 

Members are asked to bring finger food or dessert to share with others  

Beverages will be furnished by the club - coffee, reg or diet pop and water 

Every food item brought in will entitle you to a ticket for the Chinese Raffle 
 

Recently we over guessed how many would be attending and what they might bring.  This led to too 
many beverages being purchased and not a very good variety of food items.   
To correct these problems, if you let us know: 

that you are coming to the party - total number members and guests 

what you plan on bringing to eat 

 what you would like to drink - coffee, pop (regular or diet), or water. 
we will not only make up a new name tag for you, but attach it to a new lanyard for free, compli-
ments of the Board.  (See page Watch for Ediegram for instructions on getting the above info to her.  
She will send 2 or 3 update messages so that those deciding later will know what has already been 
volunteered 

Chinese Raffle 
 

Raffle items are usually computer related, but can be anything 

If you bring software, please make sure it has not been previously registered 

Every item brought in for the raffle will also entitle you to a ticket for the Chinese Raffle 

Additional tickets will be 2 for $1 - 12 for $5 
 

Election of Officers 
 

Be a part of deciding the clubôs future by volunteering to run for an office. 

Even if you donôt decide to run, be there to cast your vote. 

http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/freecycleelyria/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LCFreecycle/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LCCheapCycle
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/LCCheapCycle
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/FreeReCyclingCleveland/
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Executive Board  

Meeting Minutes 
General 

Meeting Minutes 

 

pcM.D. 
 

ǒ VIRUS REMOVAL ǒ 
UPGRADES & REPAIRS 

ǒ NEW / USED COMPUTERS / PARTS ǒ 

SERVICE ON ANY COMPUTER MAKE AND 

MODEL  
CALL US WITH YOUR COMPUTER QUESTIONS!  

FREE ESTIMATES!  

440-365-2380 
ǒ THIS DR. MAKES HOUSE CALLS  ǒ 

405 Cleveland St., Elyria 44035 

10% DISCOUNT TO 

LCCUG MEMBERS!  

NOVEMBER 4, 2008 
 

Attending were Sandee Ruth, Lou Koch, Don Hall, 
Micky Knickman, Pam Rihel, Kaye Coller, Edie 
Lewandowski and Ken Ritchey; 
 

The December meeting (Christmas Party) was 
discussed along with what type of gift certificate will be 
given to the program presenters. 
 

Lou gave a rundown on upcoming programs he has set 
up before going south for the winter. Also discussed 
was the proposal to have one presentation a month. 
 

It was agreed the December board meeting would be 
held in Mutt & Jeffôs at Dragon Ranch Golf Course. 
 

Edie reported only 4 people showed interest in a Vista 
class. That is too small a number so she will contact 
those who responded. 
 

Micky moved, Pam seconded to adjourn the meeting.  

NOVEMBER 11, 2008 
 

President Sandee Ruth called the meeting to order. A 
motion to accept the October minutes as shown in the 
November issue of the Interface was made by Edie 
Lewandowski, seconded by Neil Higgins. Motion 
passed. 
 

Sandee gave a rundown of the December meeting  
including food & money donations for Second Harvest, 
Chinese Raffle items, election of officers and she an-
nounced the raffle main item will be a 500GB external 
hard drive. 
 

Lt. Glenn Peterson of the State Highway Patrol was 
unable to attend the meeting so Lorie Cook of AAA 
East Central handled the presentation on her own. She 
gave a very informative program to help the older driver 
drive safely. These included allowing for decreased 
vision, hearing and physical response time as we age. 
She presented statistics on where the most highway 
deaths occurred in Lorain County in 2007 and 2008. 
 

She told of how we should be prepared with a safety kit 
when traveling to help us survive the unexpected. 
 

Kaye Coller won the money raffle along with the Joker 
money. David Strick won the first software/hardware 
raffle. 
 

Don Hall moved,  John Dunn seconded that the meet-
ing be adjourned. 

http://www.loraincounty.com/
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  Kaye Coller   caseycatnip@gmail.com 

Anyone who has been working on genealogy for 
even a short time is likely to have come up 
against the dreaded Brick Wall. It may be only a 
small problem or what seems to be a complete 
dead end. Of course, most of us won't find all 
the information we hunt for, but there are tech-
niques that can help. 
 
For example, there are many thousands of peo-
ple searching for their roots. Some may even be 
looking for the same people you are. How do 
you connect with these people? The Internet 
has made it easier than it once was. Checking 
out the different message boards on sites like 
Rootsweb. Google "genealogy message 
boards", and you'll find more than 300,000 of 
these.  
 
Of course you'll want to narrow the list 
down. Search for a board that has as its topic a 
surname you're looking for or is dedicated to a 
place you know your ancestors lived. Even if 
you don't find an ancestor right away, you can 
get tips to help you search. Another way to get 
in contact with other ancestor searchers is by 
volunteering at a local library or family history 
center. As I mentioned in the November column, 
joining  genealogy societies can be very helpful, 
and fun as well. 
 
I could list a lot of tips for you, but I think you'll 
get more use out of some of the different sites 
that address the problem of Brick Walls. For ex-
ample, http://genealogy.about.com/cs/
brickwall/ is an excellent site. There are tips on 
finding an ancestor's maiden name, parents' 
names, birth dates or locations, and marriage 
date or location.  
 
A new site that looks promising is http://
www.ohiogenealogyexpress.com/ . This free 

site has Ohio counties as well as some Illinois 
and Indiana counties. There's already a lot of 
information there and the site owner promises to 
keep adding more. Also, you can post your own 

information there. 
 
If you haven't 
already, I sug-
gest you sub-
scribe to Fam-
ily Tree Maga 
zine  
 
www.familytreemagazine.com/ . There are al-
ways tips to help you in your search as well as 
many other subjects of interest. They also have 
an online forum and query center. You do not 
need to be a subscriber to use their site. There 
are other magazines specializing in genealogy. I 
just happen to prefer Family Tree Magazine.  
 
Another way to take a crack at that wall is by 
finding out what books are available. New his-
torical and genealogical books are being pub-
l i s h e d  e v e r y  d a y .  h t t p : / /
w w w . p r o g e n e a l o g i s t s . c o m /
buybooks.htm provides a list you might be in-
terested in with links to Amazon. Also, check out 
Google Books  http://books.google.com/
bkshp?tab=op.  
 
There are over 93,000 books listed. Some are 
available to read online. Others have limited 
previews to give you an idea what the book's 
about. Others have no preview. Google gives 
you information about where to buy the books or 
how to find a library that has them. Don't over-
look Google as a tool to demolish that wall! 

http://genealogy.about.com/cs/brickwall/
http://genealogy.about.com/cs/brickwall/
http://www.ohiogenealogyexpress.com/
http://www.ohiogenealogyexpress.com/
http://www.familytreemagazine.com/
http://www.progenealogists.com/buybooks.htm
http://www.progenealogists.com/buybooks.htm
http://www.progenealogists.com/buybooks.htm
http://books.google.com/bkshp?tab=op
http://books.google.com/bkshp?tab=op
http://www.familytreemagazine.com/
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Royal 

Business 

Equiptment 
Sales & Service 

Fit For A King  

pcM.D. 

Support Our Sponsors This Holiday Season 
Give Yourself The Gift That Keeps On Giving 
particularly after family visits to your homeééé 

        by Edie Lewandowski   

Check Out 
Their  

 
Custom Built 

Towers  
& Laptops 

 
Refurbished 

Towers & 
Laptops 

 
Plus Other  
Equipment 

 I often get calls from various LCCUG members who are asking for help with their computers.  Seems that during 
their visits,  the grandchildren just had to be on their grandparentsô computer and in the process got into websites 
where they managed to corrupt the computer.   Or they decided they just had to download and install various  games, 
music, movies, etc.    
 Almost as bad are the adult children who think of themselves as computer experts and have to ñTweakò their par-
ents computer.  After they leave, the home owners just canôt find things they way that you were used to on their ma-
chines.  So itôs off to the Problem Solving SIG or to a commercial computer store for repair.  Which can get pricy! 
 So hereôs the answer.  Get a 2nd computer that is available for guests and unplug your main computer and hide it.  
Both Royal and pcMD assure me that you can get a backup computer probably for less than repeated repair bills.   
Plus you wonôt have to suffer the aggravation of having your main computer messed up.   

Where theWhere the  

doctordoctor  

is Always in!is Always in!  

http://www.royalbusiness.com/
http://www.royalbusiness.com/
http://www.royalbusiness.com/
http://www.royalbusiness.com/
http://www.royalbusiness.com/
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LCCUG Board  

Sweetens the POT  

for the Chinese Raffle 

 In an effort to draw more interest in the Annual 
Holiday Party, the board has purchased some really 
nice items to add to the Chinese Raffle.   

  
 The first item is the 
Maxtor OneTouch external 
HD. Features include 500 
GB size, 5 year warranty, 
USB2.0, great for backing 
up your computer.  
 
 

 The next item is the 
Adobe Photoshop Elements 
7.  Use Photoshop Elements 
for all your photo needs--
organize, edit, and enhance 
photos; make unique photo 
creations; share in print and 
on the web; protect your 
photos; and view them 
anywhere you are. 
 

 Along with these 2 main items, they have added 
a number of other tech items.   
  

 As always we expect to find the stage filled with 
all sorts of various items donated by those in 
attendance.  Though many will be computer related, 
often  the item must intriguing is not computer 
related.  So anything goesé.. 

ALL PROCEEDS FROM THE ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY 
CHINESE RAFFLE WILL BE DONATED TO  

TICKETS ARE 2 FOR $1.00 OR 12 FOR $5.00. 
 

AS ALWAYS WE WILL ACCEPT NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS, BUT BOTH 
LCCUG AND THE SECOND HARVEST WOULD PREFER CASH DONATIONS   

Have You Noticed 
the 

NEW Club Logo? 
 

 R e c e n t l y  i t  w a s 
suggested that the club 
needed a new,  more 
modern logo.  With the help 
of a professional graphic 

artist, the board adopted this logo. 
 

 The logo is engraved on our 
new glass mugs.  ( Mugs are 
clear glass.  The mug in the 
picture to the right has a paper 
lining to better show the logo.)  
These are used as gifts for our 
guest speakers at General 
Meetings at Gould.  If you 
would like to purchase a mug, 
they are on sale at meetings for 
$12.00 each.  Or if you would like to do a Gould  
presentation, you can have one for free. 
 

 The logo is also shown on our newsletter, on 
our letterhead, on the more recent membership 
cards and now on some new Name Tags.  All new 
members automatically get this new name tag when 
they join.   
 

 If you are a current member and would like a 
new Name Tag like the 
one shown below, such a 
deal we have for you.  
Check out the article on 
page 3 for you to get not 
only a new Name Tag, 

but also a new Lanyard.  This Special deal is for 
Holiday Party attendees only. 

1st Name1st Name 
Last Name 


