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 I recently had a relative tell me they couldnôt find anything 

interesting to look at on the internet. 
 

At the November 22 meeting, I think we proved that he just 

wasnôt looking very hard!  We explored lots of great websites 

that Micky and I came up with and the contributions of about 

8 other members.   
 

We looked at practical websites such as howtogeek and 

WorldStart that offer helpful advice on all sorts of computer 

problems.  ñTeach parents techò is a clever site from Google 

which teaches about 30 basic computer skills.  While sites 

such as techme can keep you current on technology news as 

fast as it happens!  It brings together news stories on the is-

sues those of interested in technology want to know about.  

On the other hand, its cousin site, wesmirch does the same for 

those of us who canôt get enough about celebrities! 
 

We looked at useful utilities such as tinyurl.com which will 

convert a long web address into something easy to type and 

share.  There are also URL lengtheners, such as unlong, that 

allow you to expand and preview a ñshortenedò URL to make 

sure it is something you want to click on.  Virustotal is an 

online service that analyzes suspicious files and URLs that 

you might receive in an email or find on a website to make 

sure they are safe before you click on them. 
 

The number of websites that provide us with music is incredi-

ble!  With websites such as Pandora, you select the kinds of 

songs you like and the web service will play back a selection 

of known and new songs that are similar.  We also looked 

briefly at Google music, which is one of several websites 

where you can upload your personal music to the cloud and 

then you can play at your leisure on your device or PC when-

ever you are online. 
 

We looked at sites that can provide us with freeware!  Givea-

way of the day and game giveaway of the day features a 

free for the day offering.  Sites like filehippo, freeware files, 

and major geeks are the web sites we want to go to when we 

want to find the latest free download of a needed utility or 

program. 
 

Great shopping help is to be found at deal news.  It leads us 

to the best shopping deals of the day.  Price grabber was also 

mentioned as a helpful website for finding the best shopping 

prices. 
 

Fun sites explored included playing ñrock-scissors-paperò 

with the computer and an old favorite, Freerice.  Freerice is 

an online vocabulary quiz (there are also now geography and 

chemistry quizzes available).  Sponsors to the website actual-

ly provide rice to the U.N. World Food Program.  Challenge 

yourself and do a service to humanity!! 

 

Financial help needed?  We checked out dinkytown.net, 

stockchart, feedthepig.org and the Yahoo and Google fi-

nance websites.  Everything you need to know about handling 

your finances. 
 

One of the popular tips for keeping young is to keep learning 

new things!  We looked at Wolfram alpha and Khan acade-

my as examples of some of the great tools available to us find 

information and keep learning.  We also looked at ted.com 

where we can watch ñriveting talks by remarkable people ï 

free to the worldéIdeas worth spreadingò.  Then we checked 

out complete free courses available from Yale University.  

How cool is that!  Then for the preschooler, we looked at the 

lovely website, starfall.com which offers terrific games to 

teach preschoolers basic skills.   
 

We also spent a little time looking at why Twitter.com is 

such a popular website and how easy it is to start using it. 

And there is even moreé. the entire updated list of the web 

 sites we looked at can be found at:  

http://websites4us.pbwiki.com  Check it out!! 
                        

                                                                                                                                                                   Sandee  
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TUESDAY 

December 13, 2011 

LCCUG ANNUAL  

HOLIDAY PARTY  
 

December 13, 2011  
 

At the Gould Auditorium  
Doors open at 5:30 pm  

 

All proceeds going to the  
Second Harvest Food Bank  

 

Bring a dish to share and items for the  
Chinese Raffle.  

 

Refreshments will be supplied.  
 

Also  
Election of Officers  

 

This Holiday Party is Free  
&  

Open to the Public  
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Executive Board  

Meeting Minutes 
General 

Meeting Minutes 

  NOVEMBER 3, 2011 
 

Attending were Sandee Ruth, Carol Doerr, Don Hall, Micky 

Knickman, Pam Rihel, Richard Barnett and Kaye Coller. 

 

Carol will check with LCCC on availability of speakers for 

upcoming programs. 

 

Pam will contact Dr. Deborah Abbott about presenting her 

genealogy program for our group. 

 

The board discussed using a Meeting Evaluation form to 

evaluate member interest. 

 

Carol will check with Glenn Pubal about  presenting a 

program January 10th. 

 

To update our by-laws, Kaye and Carole will review them and 

make recommendations. 

 

Richard will check out the APCUG Training UG Programs 

and report to the board. 

 

It was reported there has been no response from members 

about ordering club T shirts. 

 

Kaye moved, Pam seconded the meeting be adjourned. 

NOVEMBER 8, 2011 
 

President Sandee Ruth called the meeting to order. A motion 

to accept the minutes as shown in the November issue of the 

INTERFACE was made by John Dunn, seconded by Ben 

Poplar. Motion passed. 
 

Sandee gave the agenda  for the December Christmas Party 

meeting with emphasis on money or food for the Second Har-

vest Food Bank and items for the Chinese Raffle. 
 

Micky alerted members of the limited time offer for a free 

download of the MAGIX photo editor software. 
 

Sandee presented her program YOUR LIBRARY CARD AND 

YOU. She started by informing the members that in Ohio the 

public libraries get their primary funding from the state so 

residents can get a library card from any public library in the 

state. She told of the many benefits with a CLEVNET card 

and how to obtain one. 
 

There are free downloads for the Nook and Kindle.  If you are 

looking for an answer to any question, she told  how you can 

access a service which will then direct you to a site for that 

answer. 
 

Sue Strick won the money raffle.  Terri DeShon won the soft-

ware/hardware raffle.  John Dunn won $4 attendance draw-

ing. 
 

Joe Harrold moved, Micky Knickman seconded the meeting 

be adjourned. 

L C C U G

òWould you like to own an LCCUG T-Shirt?ó 
 

If we get enough interest from our members, we will be ordering T -Shirts for those in-
terested.  We need to put together an order of at least 6 shirts in order to do it.  
 

§ The cost of a polo shirt with a collar, optional pocket, and our logo embroidered on 

it, is around $20.00.  
 

§ For about $10 each, we can put together an order of silk screened T -shirts.  
 

 If enough members are interested in buying a shirt, we will distribute the information 
on exactly what it would cost with the various options (such as adding your name).  
 

email me:   president@lccug.com  and I will tally the interest.  

mailto:president@lccug.com


December 2011|  Interface  Volume 23 Issue 12| Page  5 

 Pam Rihel  LadyGeneo@roadrunner.com 

Eastmanôs Online Genealogy  

Newsletter ï Plus Edition 
 

More articles, no ads! 
 

(+) Digital Preservation for  

Genealogists 
 

Tuesday, November 22nd, 2011 | Plus Edition Article 

The following is a Plus Edition article written by and copy-

right by Dick Eastman. Please do not forward this article to 

others without the authorôs permission. 

 

Bill LeFurgy has written an interesting report about ever-

changing data formats and the effect on historical studies. 

The case he described concerns a survey of citizen reactions 

to the Kennedy assassination that was conducted from No-

vember 26 through December 3, 1963, by the National Opin-

ion Research Center (NORC) at the University of Chicago. 

The survey results were recorded on paper punch cards, 

which were used to input data into the mainframe computer 

used to tabulate study data.  Summary results were then pub-

lished. 

 

When another national catastrophe struck on September 11, 

2001, NORC researchers wanted to replicate the 1963 study 

by asking the same kinds of questions to assess public reac-

tion. The aim was to compare how the nation responded to 

two very different tragedies. There was but one problem: how 

to read the punched cards from the 1963 study? 

 

The old 80-column punch cards were eventually located, and 

a vendor was found who could read them and convert them to 

more modern media. The vendor reported that they ñhad to 

refurb our punched card equipment, it had been sitting around 

so long it got a little rusty.ò In the end, all worked well and 

the data set was successfully migrated to a modern data for-

mat. The story has a happy ending. 

 

Full details may be read in Bill LeFurgyôs report at http://

goo.gl/h2rcC 

This raises a question or two about your genealogy data. How 

are you saving it for future generations? Will todayôs storage 

media become as obsolete as punch cards? Should you save 

the information to a different form of media? If so, which 

one? 

 

Paper has proven to be rather unreliable, especially if only 

one copy is made. Paper often gets destroyed by fire, flood, 

earthquakes, and burst water pipes. Paper also consumes a lot 

of space. Thatôs expensive space if it is temperature and hu-

midity controlled. Microfilm isnôt much better; new microfilm 

cameras are now almost impossible to find, and the manufac-

turers of microfilm already have warned their customers that 

new, unexposed microfilm will probably become unavailable 

within the next ten years. Once that happens, nobody will be 

making new microfilms or even copies of existing microfilms. 

 

Various digital media are available, each with its own 

strengths and shortcomings. Even the so-called DiamonDiscs 

or Stone Disks (see http://goo.gl/7vMBq) are DVD disks that 

should last one thousand years, but nobody is predicting that 

equipment to read them will be available even twenty or thirty 

years from now. 

 

So, what is the answer? I think there is a simple, but effective 

answer. However, it does have one major drawback: it re-

quires people. 

 

For years, genealogists have always assumed that archival 

preservation meant to create information in some manner, 

then place the archival copy on a shelf and never touch it 

again. This usually involves storage under rigidly-controlled 

temperature and humidity conditions. This ñstore it but never 

touch itò philosophy has worked rather well for paper and for 

microfilms, but it is a poor method of storing digitized infor-

mation. 

 

In reality, storing digital data for decades requires a ñhigh 

touchò procedure. 

Digital data is easily stored. It requires very little physical 

space to store the equivalents of thousands of books. Temper-

ature and humidity concerns are also reduced: if the room is 

comfortable for human habitation, it should also be good for 

computer equipment and storage media. In short, storing 

things digitally is much easier and cheaper than doing the 

same thing on paper or microfilm. 

 

The primary problem is the choice of storage media. Profes-

sional archivists and data processing experts solved this prob-

lem years ago: they frequently copy archived data to new stor-

age media as the technology changes. Unlike paper, you can-

not leave digital archives on the shelf and forget about them. 

Digital archives require care and feeding. New copies need to 

be made as new media appears. Luckily, this is easy to do if 

someone cares. 

 

The 80-column punch cards of years ago hopefully were cop-

ied to tape while both tape and card equipment were plentiful. 

Later, the information hopefully was copied to disk. Later 

still, the information was hopefully copied to newer and more 

modern disks and in the future will hopefully be copied to 

whatever storage media makes sense at that time. In theory, 

digital data can be preserved for centuries, far longer than 

anything stored on paper, punch cards, or even microfilm. 

(Continued on page 6) 

mailto:LadyGeneo@roadrunner.com
http://eogn.com/wp/
http://eogn.com/wp/
http://eogn.com/wp/?p=18514
http://eogn.com/wp/?p=18514
http://eogn.com/wp/?cat=6
http://goo.gl/h2rcC
http://goo.gl/h2rcC
http://goo.gl/7vMBq
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The weak spot is the word ñhopefullyò that appeared multi-

ple times in the preceding paragraph. All of this does not 

happen automatically; human beings have to occasionally 

make decisions and then create copies. 

 

A second problem is easier to solve: the physical storage 

location. Like paper and microfilm, digital copies are suscep-

tible to the problems of floods, fires, earthquakes, and burst 

water pipes. However, the solution for this second problem 

is simple: make lots of copies, and store them in multiple 

locations. That almost eliminates the possibility of any one 

disaster destroying all copies of any particular data. 

 

In recent years, dozens of articles have appeared in this 

newsletter and in all sorts of other genealogy publications 

claiming to tell how to preserve documents, family photo-

graphs, and other information. I donôt think that any of the 

articles are ñwrong,ò but it strikes me that very few of them 

have ever described the most effective storage method of all. 

 

Many authors, myself included, have written tens of thou-

sands of words about the advantages and disadvantages of 

storing on paper versus microfilm versus digital images. We 

have described the technical ins and outs of PDF files in 

comparison to DOC, TXT, JPG, GIF, PNG, TIFF, and the 

entire alphabet soup of file formats. We have described the 

advantages of acid-free paper in excruciating detail. We have 

talked about the chemical consistency of ink versus toner. 

Yet, most of us have overlooked the most obvious solution. 

 

I would suggest we introduce a new acronym into the vocab-

ulary of every genealogist. Letôs teach it in classes. Letôs 

write about it in blogs, in magazines, and in ñhow toò books. 

Letôs describe it in presentations, at genealogy societies, and 

even put up signs in every genealogy library and every court-

house in the world. This new acronym describes something 

that is better than microfilm, better than paper, and even bet-

ter than any other single digital technology yet invented. 

 

The acronym is: L.O.C.K.S.S. 

 

Iôll even write it without all the periods: LOCKSS, an acro-

nym for ñLots Of Copies Keep Stuff Safe.ò This has been a 

buzzword in the computer industry for quite some time now, 

but itôs an expression that I donôt hear much in the genealogy 

community. Iôm hoping that will change. 

 

In short, all the discussions about which is better, paper, or 

microfilm, or digital, are a waste of time. The obvious an-

swer (to me) is, ñall of the above.ò 

 

Who cares if microfilm will last longer than digital files or 

vice versa? The wise genealogist/archivist saves documents 

on BOTH. In fact, he or she also preserves on paper and 

even on clay tablets, if appropriate. Okay, clay tablets may 

not be practical, but I am trying to make a point: letôs not 

ignore any possibility. Letôs look at all the available solu-

(Continued from page 5) Genealogy tions and then use all of them that make sense. Letôs ignore 

any single solution. Instead, we can use ALL of the solutions 

that make sense. 

 

Recent experience has proven that paper is not a good preser-

vation mechanism, and microfilm isnôt much better. The news 

reports frequently mention earthquakes, tsunamis, hurricanes, 

tornadoes, floods, building collapses, fires, and other great 

disasters that have destroyed thousands of paper and micro-

film documents within seconds. While not mentioned as often 

in the national news, burst water pipes will do the same. 

 

For the past fifty years or so, microfilm was the storage mech-

anism of choice because it took up so little space, compared to 

paper. However, it is almost as fragile as paper. Microfilm is 

only slightly more impervious to earthquakes, tsunamis, hurri-

canes, tornadoes, floods, fires, or burst water pipes. To be 

sure, water-soaked microfilm probably can be washed and 

then dried for preservation purposes, but the other disasters 

will destroy microfilm as quickly as paper or anything else. 

 

Digital archiving has its own set of problems and solutions. 

Disk drives crash, home computers occasionally erase data, 

huge data centers are occasionally destroyed in major disas-

ters, and sometimes files simply grow obsolete by a change in 

technical standards. The biggest cause of computer data loss 

is the ñoops factor:ò the accidental loss of files. Any single 

copy of any digital file is almost guaranteed to be unavailable 

within a few years. 

Yet the solution is simple! 

 

I know of no requirement that says we must preserve infor-

mation on only one medium. We, the genealogists, are free to 

store paper AND microfilm AND digital images AND any 

other method that may be invented in the future. In fact, I 

would suggest that storing a SINGLE copy of anything is a 

disservice to future genealogists and historians. We need to 

make multiple copies of every piece of paper, every micro-

film, and every digital file and then store those copies in as 

many different locations as possible. Even better, the employ-

ees of any well-managed archive will periodically check the 

materials stored to see if each is still readable and if it should 

also be copied to some more modern technology that has ap-

peared since the original was created. 

 

Neither are we required to make only a single copy and then 

to put it on a shelf for long-term storage. Unless covered un-

der copyright, we are free to make all sorts of copies, some-

thing that is easy and cheap today. Even better, we can store 

those copies in all sorts of locations: in the closet, in the base-

ment, at a cousinôs house, or in data centers in Rio de Janeiro, 

Capetown, and Mumbai. In fact, we can store any document 

in seven or more different data centers that are in seven or 

more different locations around the globe. What are the odds 

that ALL the copies will be destroyed? The price for all this? 

Peanuts. 

 

We are not limited to the storage of documents. While we 

(Continued on page 7) 
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On Site or Walk In Services  

440-322-0259 
210 East Second St., Elyria 44035 

New Systems Upgrades 

Diagnostics Installations 

Virus Removal System Tune Ups 

Rebuilt Systems 

anything and expect it to last. It makes no difference if that 

single copy is on paper or on microfilm or on a computer. A 

single copy of anything is at high risk, as has been proven by 

building collapses, fires, hurricanes, earthquakes, and the 

other calamities of recent years. Whether we are talking about 

a major archive of an entire nation or your familyôs photo-

graphs of Aunt Tilley as a child, we all need to realize there is 

but one form of insurance: have multiple copies on different 

kinds of media, all stored in multiple locations. 

 

In other words, LOCKSS. Lots Of Copies Keep Stuff Safe. 

Note: I use LOCKSS as a generic term, meaning Lots of Cop-

ies Keep Stuff Safe. However, Stanford University Libraries 

also maintains a formal program with the same name and 

meaning. The Stanford LOCKSS program is an international 

community initiative that provides libraries with digital 

preservation tools and support so that they can easily and in-

expensively collect and preserve their own copies of author-

ized e-content. You can read more about the Stanford 

LOCKSS program at http://lockss.stanford.edu/lockss/ 

perhaps cannot clone physical items, we can take pictures of 

those items and store those pictures in case of disaster. Per-

haps you have a musket that great-grandpa carried in the war 

or maybe a wooden chest that great-great-grandma carried 

with her in the covered wagon across the plains. Antiques 

donôt have to be all that old. There is reason to preserve pic-

tures of the medals your father was awarded in the more re-

cent war or even your childrenôs report cards. You should 

save pictures of these valuable family mementos in multiple 

places. 

 

Again, I am talking about LOCKSS, the acronym for ñLots 

Of Copies Keep Stuff Safe.ò 

 

By greatly increasing the number of copies available, we 

greatly increase the odds that at least one copy will survive. 

An earthquake in Japan? A Tsunami in Hawaii? A hurricane 

and flood in New Orleans? A building collapse in Cologne? A 

data center fire in Salt Lake City? Those are horrible human 

disasters, but all of these are trivial problems for stored rec-

ords ï if, and only if, multiple copies of everything of value 

have previously been created AND STORED IN DIFFER-

ENT PLACES. 

 

It is easy to think about such solutions when discussing major 

archives with millions of documents. However, the same pro-

cess will work for you, the individual genealogist. Take a look 

at the family photographs and the documents in your posses-

sion. Make copies on paper, and give those copies to your 

nieces and nephews or to your cousins. You can even give 

copies to the relatives who are not interested in ñall that old 

stuff.ò Some of them probably will throw them away, but 

others will place whatever you give them in a closet and keep 

the documents for future generations who may ask. 

 

The same is true for digital copies. In fact, digital copies are 

easier to duplicate and store than are paper or microfilm cop-

ies. Scan the photos and the documents; then make backups to 

a local hard drive as well as to online cloud computing back-

up services. Save copies to CD or DVD disks or to flash 

drives. Store some at your office and give others to relatives. 

Not all those copies will survive, but some of them will, as-

suming you make enough copies. Of course, you need to re-

copy those stored items to new media and new file formats 

every few years. 

 

Ideally, you should make sure that someone knows how to 

retrieve your copies after you are gone. However, wouldnôt it 

be easier to simply GIVE them copies while you are still 

alive? If your data vaporizes soon after your death, who 

cares? You have already taken steps to make sure the same 

information is already in the hands of multiple members of a 

younger generation. 

 

Starting today, I plan to never write again in this newsletter 

about ñWhich storage medium is best?ò My answer is, ñYes.ò  

That is ñyes,ò as in, ñall of them.ò Donôt store a single copy of 

(Continued from page 6) Genealogy  
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* COMPUTER REPAIR 

* PRINTERS & SUPPLIES 

* UPGRADES 

* CUSTOM PC'S & LAPTOPS 

* CALL FOR BEST PRICES 

* EDUCATION DISCOUNTS 

* LCD MONITORS & TVS 

365-2288 - Elyria  1-800-238-8973 - USA  
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Financing Available  -  90 days same as cash 

Genealogy Websites: 
 

Free Genealogy Resources - Home   
http://expertgenealogy.com/free/ 
 

National Genealogy Society 
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org 

What is so useful about this program is that I can store any 

useful information along with the URL and the logon and the 

password. For instance, my Amazon/Kindle account logon 

has the names and Kindle email addresses of two Kindles, 

two Droids (smart phones) and two PCs. It's a logical place to 

keep all this stuff. 

 

Right now I count 82 database entries, and I'm very careful to 

keep it trimmed of anything not useful. It has a conýgurable 

password generator and the ability to look at the password 

when you want to instead of a line of *******. 

 

I got an email to my Droid with a notiýcation of an event on 

the TPCUG forum before I would even think of ýring up my 

main computer. I needed to log on using a regular account on 

the forum. The peculiarities of a smart phone with just an on-

screen keyboard that needed a complex login and password 

should have been just too daunting. But on the Android ver-

sion of KeePassX, when you select the group (TPCUG) and 

title (User Logon), the database puts two little buttons in the 

notiýcation strip at the top of the screen. So when you open 

the browser to the site, you just poke the login notiýer, then 

poke and hold on the login box and a paste menu appears that 

you poke and it's pasted in place. Then the same for the pass-

word and I was in and out in seconds. 
 

What a deal, and it's free. There are versions for Linux, Mac 

OSX, Windows, iPhone, PocketPC, Blackberry and Android. 

And if you think you don't need one, your passwords are too 

simple and you're using the same one for everything.  

http://www.keepassx.org. 

Password Tracking ï  

Windows and Mobiles 
 

By Merle Nicholson, Secretary, Tampa PC Users Group, FL 

September 2011 issue, Bits of Blue 

www.tpcug.org  merle@merlenicholson.com 

 

Tracking passwords has always been a problem for me. Years 

ago I started a password. 
 

Document to track everything, and, while it worked, it left a 

great deal to be desired. The problem was much larger than 

just username and password. I needed to save the URL to log 

in to websites. I needed to track expiration dates for subscrip-

tions. I needed key codes for software. I have ýve different 

logins with Microsoft. Yes, I could reuse some of those, using 

the same login and password, but not always. For instance, 

sometimes your login is the same as your email address, but 

most times not. Making it more complicated, different sites 

have different login and password requirements. 

 

And Verizon! I have SIX different logins with Verizon: Call 

Assistant, Verizon Central, Verizon FIOS, Verizon Mail Ac-

count, Verizon Mail and Verizon Wireless.  

 

So I developed some ñpassword rulesò for myself. I decided 

that if I could remember more than just a couple of pass-

words, it was because 1) I had to reuse them (a bad thing) and 

2) they were too simple. So something had to go. I decided I 

need really good passwords and I couldn't handle it in my 

head. 

 

One of my sons suggested the KeePassX database he'd been 

using for a while, and I started using it sparingly, slowly em-

bracing its features as I got used to it. The program is main-

tained professionally and is available free of charge. You can 

look at the program at http://www.keepassx.org/ to see if this 

will suit your own needs. Of particular interest is the variety 

of devices that it works on. You won't see any mobile ver-

sions at the website, but each of the mobile devices has a ver-

sion available from its own app store. I use the Android ver-

sion on my Motorola Droid X. 

 

The program uses an encrypted database, and I guess ideally 

there should be a way to automatically update or synchronize 

between devices. I own several computers and my Droid, and 

I need the database on all of them. I could use Microsoft Live 

Mesh or Dropbox or something like that for synchronization, 

but I dislike the idea of my password database being in the 

ñcloud.ò So for now I use a þash drive to copy the database 

ýle to my computers and I connect my Droid to my base com-

puter via USB and drag and drop the ýle. 

 

I've found that, in practice, I don't have to refresh the ýles 

very often. None but the one on my main computer is up to 

date at any one time, but it never seems to matter. 
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